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 Intellectual Output3 / Parental Involvement in Schooling 

 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ of different ways of using ICT in learning/teaching. 

We have examples from all the Erasmus countries, Italy, Denmark, Ireland and Finland. 

You may find here some useful tools how ICT can help pupils and their families and teachers in 

schooling. 

 

FINLAD 
 
WHAT IS ViLLE? 
 

 
 
ViLLE is an collaborative and exercise-based education environment that enables easy learning and 
teaching of mathematics, programming, languages, and other topics. The development is research-based, 
and the features and the methodology utilized have been thoroughly studied with various setups in the 
Centre for Learning Analytics at University of Turku. All created courses, exercises and materials can be 
utilized, commented and evaluated by other teachers. Moreover, ViLLE automatically gathers data about 
students' learning behavior and results while they are using the system. This creates new research 
possibilities, as huge amount of quantitative and qualitative data becomes available. 
 
 
For example, ViLLE offers more than 15 000 carefully designed, motivating and activating exercises for 
learning mathematics and programming that are co-created with Finnish teachers. In addition, there are 
tens-of-thousands exercises for other topics as well. All exercises are automatically assessed and provide 
immediate feedback. For teachers, ViLLE provides comprehensive learning analytics that visualize 
eǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ς including automatic detection of 
misconceptions and real-ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ 
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In mathematics and programming, ViLLE is used to transfer one lesson a week into an electronic learning 
experience by. There are existing exercises and materials for all nine grades of primary and middle school, 
with full support for the curriculum for mathematics. Moreover, there are programming exercises 
integrated into all levels to give students a head start in learning computational thinking and basics of 
computer science. With automatic assessment and immediate feedback the students can complete ten 
ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛƴ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴΦ ²ƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƻǊk, the 
students can gain a half a years lead compared to students using a standard pen-and-paper method. 
 

 
 
 
Using ViLLE provides evidence-based, scientifically proven results for all grades. In the studies conducted in 
Finland ς the country that excels the Pisa assessments each year ς it was confirmed that the students using 
ViLLE improve their learning significantly more. With matching skill levels before the experience, groups 
using ViLLE achieved at least 20 percent higher scores in the exams conducted at end of the school year. 
Moreover, the students find ViLLE as highly motivating and fun tool to use. The teachers value especially 
the large number of exercises, customizability, the possibilities for real differentiation, and the 
comprehensive statistics and reporting provided by ViLLE.  The ViLLE system is used by more than 6000 
teachers and 120 000 students in Finland and overseas. 

 

 

Find more information: https://oppimisanalytiikka.fi/en 
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WHAT IS WILMA? 

Wilma is the web interface for the student administration program Primus and for the schedule 
program Kurre 7. Wilma license we use in Paimio is owned by Paimion koulutoimisto. 

In Wilma a student can register for courses, check grades, read announcements and communicate 
with teachers. 

In Wilma a teacher can grade students, register absences and update personal information. 
Teacher can also communicate with students and guardians. 

Guardians can see and clear absences, communicate with teachers, and read announcements. 

Wilma is also used by school personnel, administration and workplace instructors. 

 

 

Front page of Wilma. 
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DIGITAL LEARNING MATERIALS AVAILABLE 

Many publishers in Finland publish both printed and digital educational materials for a wide range of 

subjects and for all levels of education. ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ ōƭŜƴŘŜŘ 

learning and multichannel publishing. These materials may have been one of the reasons behind the 

Finnish PISA success. Almost all course materials and books are also available as interactive digital editions. 

F.ex. 
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DENMARK 

In Odense in Denmark we use various types of digital and non-digital resources to enhance the 
communication with parents. We have a long tradition of including parents in as many part of the 
school as possible.  
 
The ñIntra-systemò 
Since 2000 we have used a digital platform called ñIntraò for all communication with parents, 
students and colleagues. The teacher surface is called ñTeachers-intraò, the studentsô ñStudent-
Intraò and the parental surface is called ñParents-Intraò. In the following the different components 
of the platform will be explained more thoroughly.  
 
Teachers: As a teacher you can write to all your colleagues, set up meetings such as: Team 
meetings, parent/teacher conversations and parent/teacher meetings with registration. Teachers 
can also announce events concerning the whole school or just one class, also with registration. 
Teachers can also contact and be contacted by swimming teachers, student councillors, 
psychologists and other external persons connected to the school. The persons who these 
meetings might concern will be able to see these meetings or events in the schoolsô calendar. 
Parents will also get a notification on their phone if the have the platform app, if they are invited to 
a meeting or an event.  
The teachers also use the platform to publish plans for the upcoming week, monthly or weekly 
letters. 
The most frequently used feature is the log from school to home and vise versa. Both parents and 
teacher can write here very easily and the messages can be send to more families. If fx a group of 
students havenôt done their homework, this is an easy way to inform the parents.  
This is also where we keep track on the attendance of the students. 
 
Parents: Can write the teachers, parents in the class, the school board, and the management of 
school. They can also debate issues within a class. This feature is optional and the teacher can 
also choose to be admin. in a debate.  
 
Students:  
The student part of the platform is the most restricted. The teachers or IKT-admins at school 
decide who the students are allowed to contact. The students can acces the class calendar, their 
timetable for the week and view (and comment if allowed) posting from teachers. 
with in the school calendar, book resources (such as cameras, computers and iPads) and rooms.  
 
LMS 

 
In 2016 we got a new learning management platform called ñMinuddannelseò directly translated 
ñMyeducationò. This platform is very similar to what we know from Google Classroom and 
Edmodo. 
The basic functions of ñMinuddannelseò are: 
The teachers publish their courses on the platform. You can put in links, pictures, text and publish 
materials from the educational platforms connected to the school.  
Teachers can assign tasks for the students and comment and grade the tasks in various ways.  
The teachers and pedagogues can also asses both the social and the academic skills of a student 
and comment on how the student is doing in a specific course.  
As the students get older, this is also where teachers asses the students' possibilities for further 
education (both socially and academically).  
 
Students: In ñMinuddannelseò all classes each have their own ñspaceò on the LMS. On this page, 
they have a variation of options: They can see and acces all the courses of the week and access 
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the curriculum of the year. They can go to their personal profile and see and comment on 
comments from teachers.  
 
Parents: Parents can access the curriculum of their children. They can see their childrenôs grades 
or comments on tasks and they can follow the attendance of their children.  
Parents can also read all comments made by teacher on both students social and academical 
progress.  
 
These are of course the very formal and digital means of communication. We also have two yearly 
parents meetings, where all parents come to hear about the class and discuss issues of 
importance. We have parent/teacher-conferences where parents and students get a 20 minute talk 
to the math and Danish teacher. In these meeting we discuss both social and academical thing.  
If needed we have additional meetings. Our school psychologist visit the school once a week and 
if necessary we can book a meeting with her in cooperation with the parents.  
We also have the opportunity to book a meeting with management, social workers, psychologists 
and our resource center (reading, math and pedagogical welfare specialists). This group of 
professionals gather for 4 hours once a month at the school.  
 
If we have a student with social issues, they are offered help in what we call ñThe Family Houseò. 
This is a place, where the whole family can get help and advice from family therapists, 
psychologists and social workers. If the student is referred to ñThe Family Houseò the teachers 
attend meetings there every quarter to evaluate on the students progress.  
 
And of course we all have our own rules and boundaries as teachers. Some teachers allow 
parents to call them and text them on their private telephone, while others prefer to be contacted 
on the schools telephone. In some cases, with special needs students it is convenient to be able to 
talk to the parents.  
 

 

Appendix 1 
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